&1Education


&2School Killers Often Follow a Pattern 


A study from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the U.S. Departments of Education and Justice found that there were often warning signs from killers prior to violent school-related deaths. The study of 253 school-related homicides found that killings often stemmed from a personal dispute or were related to gang activity, and that the killers were often discipline problems, victims of bullying by peers, and "loners." To prevent violence, researchers recommended that schools put better systems in place to identify troubled students, investigate warning signs, and reduce bullying. While the number of cases involving multiple victims increased between 1992 and 1999, the number of violent events actually declined, the study found. Fewer than one in every million American students meets a violent death each year. 


&2School Choice Has Modest Impact on School Improvement 


Academic achievement, graduation rates, and teachers' salaries tend to go up in areas where parents have a range of choices regarding their children's schooling-but not by much, according to a new report from the National Center for the Study of Privatization in Education. The study, reported in Education Week, is unique in that it examines the impact of school competition on entire school systems or populations. Researchers concluded that a one-standard-deviation increase in the amount of school options-the equivalent of raising the number of families who send children to private school from one in 10 to one in seven-meant a $400 to $1,000 increase in annual teacher salaries, and boosted student achievement less than half as much as reducing class sizes. 


&2Striking New Jersey Teachers Jailed 


A New Jersey Superior Court judge jailed 43 striking teachers from the Middletown Township Education Association on December 4 for failing to respond to a return-to-work order, according to the Philadelphia Enquirer. The judge had jailed four other teachers December 3. Members of the union went on strike November 29 after working without a contract since June 30. The dispute centers around a Board of Education proposal that would require the teachers-who are among the best-paid in the country with average annual salaries of $53,281-to pay more for health insurance. New Jersey bans strikes by public-sector employees, but no striking teacher has been jailed for refusing to return to work since 1978. 


&2Special Education Funding Increases Removed From Education Bill 


Legislators working to draft a compromise education bill have rejected a proposal that would have guaranteed multibillion-dollar increases in special education funding, which could jeopardize prospects for passing a bill this year, according to reports in The New York Times. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, passed in 1975, committed the federal government to paying 40 percent of the cost of special education. This year, Congress funded about 16 percent of the cost, to the tune of $6 billion. The measure removed from the education bill would have required Congress to add $2.5 billion a year for the next 10 years. Special education students still will not be shortchanged financially, as states are required to pay any costs not covered by the federal government. 


&2Terrorism Boosts Prayer-in-Schools Movement 


A host of new initiatives have been advanced by advocates of school prayer since the September 11 terrorist attacks in New York, Washington, D.C. and Pennsylvania, according to reports in the Los Angeles Times. State legislation is proposed in Pennsylvania, South Carolina and Florida, along with local measures in a host of cities ranging from West Covina, California to Harvey, Illinois. At the federal level, Rep. Ernest J. Istook Jr. (R-Okla.) has announced a proposed constitutional amendment that would permit students to pray aloud in schools, a practice forbidden since 1961. A similar proposal failed in 1998, but Istook told the newspaper he thinks his plan has a better chance after September 11. 


&2Education Bill Requires Full Teacher Certification By 2005


After months of negotiations, a panel of House and Senate legislators December 10 approved an education reform bill that gives schools new flexibility to train and retain quality teachers, but also requires states to have a fully credentialed teacher in every classroom by 2005. The full House and Senate were expected to pass the bill by December 14, leaving President Bush free to sign it this week. The measures could begin to kick in by August 2002.


&3Teacher Quality Program


The bill creates a new Teacher Quality Program that provides specific funds for teacher quality, and it gives local schools the freedom to transfer up to 50 percent of the non-Title I federal funds they receive between various programs. This would allow districts to devote additional funds to hiring new teachers, increasing teacher pay, or improving teacher training and development.


But the bill also requires all states to certify that all public school teachers are qualified to teach in their subject area by 2005. States could test teachers on specific subjects, or require a college major in their subject area, a provision some education experts have called unreasonable. In California alone, California Teachers Association President Wayne Johnson told the San Francisco Chronicle, there are 42,000 teachers working on emergency credentials. And because teachers with majors in other subjects-for instance, math-can earn more in other fields, Johnson says it isn't likely that public schools will attract many.


&3The Bill's Other Provisions


&2Education Bill Offers Parents Information and Flexibility


After months of negotiations, a panel of House and Senate legislators December 10 approved an education reform bill that requires public schools to create annual "report cards" that will give parents information on the school's academic performance and teacher qualifications. The bill also allows parents of children at failing schools to move their kids to better public schools, and pay for tutoring or summer school with federal money.


The full House and Senate were expected to pass the bill by December 14, leaving President Bush free to sign it this week. The measures could begin to kick in by August 2002.


&3Flexibility for Parents 


Though a provision was removed early in the negotiations that would have given parents whose children attended failing public schools federal vouchers to pay for private school, the bill does preserve other options.


Parents of students in schools that fail to show adequate student progress for three years in a row would be given the option to move their children to a better-performing public school, or a charter school, with the government footing the bill for transportation. And if the school continued to fail for another year, despite additional federal money and a two-year improvement plan, parents of students in schools would be given approximately $500 to $1,000 of their child's federal Title I funds to pay for tutoring or summer school programs.


In addition, the bill provides increased funding to help students and support existing charter schools, or create new ones.


&3The Bill's Other Provisions 


&1Introduction to children's services. 


&2Activities


At Education.com children and teenagers can play, chat online in complete safety,participate in real time discussions and access educational and informative resources.


Education.com is a secure place where children and teenagers can talk to each other in chat rooms, ask specialists questions and discuss issues in the discussion forums.


In the chat room,even the youngest child can meet in total safety with other children of the same age to talk, swap experiences and make new friends from all over the world! All of the conversations are controlled by adults in order to avoid any undesirable intrusions.


In the discussion forums, which are split by key stage and subject area, teenagers can discuss issues that they are particularly interested in. They have the opportunity to question specialists and teachers to gather a range of views on current issues.


Education.com enables children to express their opinions on a variety of subjects through online polls and instantly see the results of their vote!


The games section in Moskitown has a whole variety of games and puzzles that will help develop children's skills and logic. They can tackle these on their own or across a network.


Since 1997 the unique world of ADI the alien has offered a complete online service to children. Through a CD-Rom they have access to three ADI planets where they can study, interact with each other and have fun. Go to Moskitown to enter ADI's world.


&3Education.com is a valuable resource centre.


The team at Education.com selects the best curriculum relevant websites and indexes them by keystage and subject so that children can find sites appropriate to their level. This then enables children to select relevant websites and gain an overview or extend their knowledge of a particular subject. In addition, Education.com provides general information and fun sites so that children can navigate the web in complete safety.


Coming soon to Education.com... 


...free access to a number of educational encyclopaedias!


Online encyclopaedias will give them access to a range of up-to-date resources.


The virtual classes are available for all levels for 20 hours a day. To date 160 000 virtual classes are used by more that 60 000 children. The virtual classes are supported by a range of activities which aim to make reading, writing and surfing the Internet fun.

















